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Epnes. iv. 11, 12. 


And he gave ſome, apoſtles; and ſome, prophets ; and 

ſome, evangeliſts ; and ſome, paſtors and teachers ; for 

the perfefling of the ſaints, for the work of the mi- 
niſtry, for the edifymng of the body of — 


ES, my brethren, the great deſign of the Chriſtian 
miniſtry here ſet before us, whatever be the imme- 
diate connection or preciſe meaning of the text, is full of 
wiſdom and goodneſs—It is to edify the church, which is 
the body of Chriſt ; to illuſtrate and accompliſh his grace 
in the ſalvation of a guilty and periſhing world. A deſigri 
worthy of Gop, and full of conſolation to man ! 

But, before I enter on the ſubject at large, it may not 
be improper to diſtinguiſh the different ſenſes, and direct 
Your thoughts to, what 1 cannot but think, the true mean- 
ing of my text. 1 

The punctuation, not only in our tranſlation, but in 
hay of the Greek copies, may ſeem to ſuggeſt, that the 
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three clauſes, in the ſubſequent verſe of the text, ſhould 
be immediately and equally connected with the foregoing; 
and then the ſenſe would be, He gave ſome apoſtles, and 
{ome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and 
teachers for the work of the miniſtry, which is to perfect the 
ſaints,. and ediſy the body of Chryfl. 

But ſhoukl we ſuppoſe the three clauſes in queſtion to 
be more immediately connected with each other, the 
ſenſe may be expreſſed, perhaps, with greater propriety, 
in the following paraphraſe. 

He gave ſome ahoſlles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evan- 
geliſts, and ſome paſlors and teachers, to perſect the ſaints 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the ediſying of the body of 


Chrzfe. That is to train up holy men, the proper perſons 


to be employed in the work of the minifiry, that by the 
inſtrumentality of ſuch a ſucceſſion of gifts, as well as by 
their own perſonal labours, they might ediſy the body of 
Chriſt, 

And here I would beg leave to obſerve, that this ſenſe 
accounts for the change of the prepoſition, preſerves the 
natural order, and, above all, frees the text from the 
imputation of confuſion and tautology. | 

You have doubtleſs obſerved it is xp Toy XGTABTIOUOY v 
i. e. Te; to the perfetting of the 
ſaints, 45 for the work of the miniftry, IIad the ſeveral 
clauſes been equally connected with the ſoregoing verſe, 
in all prob ability, it would have been us Toy nrafriefor, as 
well as £45 tg, and £65 Ss een 

But, not to lay too great a ſtreſs on'a cliteilm of this 
nature, the ſenſe for which we contend, is further cor- 
roborated by the order of the words in the text. 
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Sappoſe it had been the intention of the apoſſſe to 
| have conveyed the former ſenſe, would it not have been 
natural for him to have inverted the order of the - two 
firſt clauſes in the laſt verſe of the text, and to have ſaid, 
He gave ſome apoſtles, &c. for the work of the miniſtry, for 
the perſecting of the ſaints. But he ſays, For the perfet- 
ing of the ſaints for the work of the miniſiry. And it is to 
be obſerved, that Grotius, not attending to what we may 
preſume to be the true ſenſe of the text, propoſes fuch a 
tranſpoſition. Which tranſpoſition, ſhould our ſenſe be 
admitted, as Dr. Doddridge, and other expoſitors have 
well obſerved, is altogether officious and unneceſfary. 
But, methinks, wete there no other argument to de- 
termine this ſenſe, we ſhould be juſtified in giving the 
preference to it, becauſe, it frees the author, as I have 
| binted, from the imputation of confuſion and tautology, 
The text ſays, He gave ſome: apoſtles, and ſome pro- 
phets, and ſome evangeliſis, and ſome paſtors and teachers. 
All which characters are neceſſarily connected with, and 
ſulkciently expreſſive of the work in which they were 
employed, and therefore, the additional clauſe, for the 
work of the miniſiry, in this connection, is redundant and 
tautological. Again, The edrfying of the church, and the 
perſecting of the ſaints, is the ſame thing; at leaſt, the one 
is certainly included in the other; and therefore, ſup- 
poling the clauſes to be diſtinct, you involve the whole 
inconfuſion, obſcurity and nonſenſe. But on the other 
hand, admitting the connection propoſed, you give it 
all the eaſe, energy, and propriety that can be deſired. 
And further, to throw a little more light on this ſenſe 
of the text, it may be obſerved, © That as there were 
| | « the 
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the ſchools of the prophets under the legal diſpenſa. 
tion, to which the younger candidates for that office 
..*, reſorted, and lived together, under the tuition of ſome 
'*-elder and more eſtabliſhed prophet, in order to im- 
+ prove their gifts by the proper.. exerciſes of devotion 
and ſtudy;”* ſo methinks we may diſcern the traits of 

a ſimilar inſtitution under the goſpel.” St. Paul ſays, When 
it pleaſed God who ſeparated me from my mother's womb, and 
called me by hes grace, lo reveal his ſon in me, that I might 
- preach him among the heathen, immediately, I conſulted not 
. with fleſh and blood; neither went I up to Feruſalem to then 

that were apoſiles. before me; but I went into Arabia, and 
returned again to Damaſcus. This he mentions to ſhew 
chat his call to the miniftry, and his qualifications for it, 
were extraordinary and miraculous. But does not this 
imply, that, in the ordinary - courſe; it might have been 

expected, that he, as well as others, ſhould have con- 


ſulted with the apoſtles, and have put e ex their ' 
tuition, as a candidate for the Chriſtian miniſtry. 
And ve read of a certain Jew named Apollos, 215 be- ; 


ing fervent in ſpirit, ſpake and taught diligently the' things 
of. the, LORD, knowing only the bapliſin of Fohn. Ani 
ruſlen Aquila, and Priſcilla, who were perſons of eminence IM ! 
and character in the church, had' heard him, they took hin 
into their houſe, which in all probability,” was'a Chriſtian 
ſchool, and expounded to him the way of Go p more perfet- 
„ Who, when he was thus perfected for the work of I 7 
the miniſtry, went into Achaia, and helped them much, for : 
he _ convi nced we 15 ward 1 ert Mean ng 
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by the ſcriptures, that Feſus was the Chriſt. This ſhort 
anecdote of ſcripture hiſtory ſhews the utility, if not Fe 
neceſſity, of ſuch an inſtitution. 

But whether there were, aſter all, any regular ſchools 
or academies already eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſes referred 
wan 'the text, we will not e to eee This, 


would think eee od ſhould be . to contro- 
vert. That the ſuceeſſion of a goſpel miniſtry was an ob- 
ject of too great a magnitude to be neglected by the apoſ- 
tles, whoſe ſpecial buſineſs it was to take care of che ſe-· 
veral churches which they had planted; and, at their re- 
queſt, to ſet apart, by ſolemn prayer and inſtruction, pro- 
per perſons to take the more immediate' overſight of them' 
in the LoRD. | 
Having thus vindicated the connection, and aka 
out what we apprehend to be, at leaſt, the probable mean- 
ing of the text, we now advert to the ſubje at large. 
And our firſt ps aig rom a r e view 'off _ 
text, iö this, £ : 


"That the deſign of the Chriſtian weng is moſt friend- 
ly. to the bet intereſt of mankind. 


11 "oy you ſee, for its grand object the edifying of the 
body of Chriſt, which is the church of the living Gop, the 
pillar and ground 97 truth; comprehending all in every 
age and nation, who believe in Jeſus Chriſt, who truly 
ſear Gon, and work righteouſneſs. © Now the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt, the church of the living Gop, in- 
cludes in it two principal ideas, an jncreaſe of numbers, 
and a growth in grace, 

OT 1ſt, It 
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iſt, It implies an increaſe of — or a ſucceſſion 
os. new members. . | | 

Death is making continued inroads on the cl as 
well as on the world, and, if the waſtes of death were not 
to be repaired, both the church and the world would ſoon 
come to an end. The fathers, where, are they ? and the 
propheis, do they live for ever? No, they are gone; all | 
the paſt generations of the church are gone, the preſent 
muſt ſoon follow, and the places that now know them, / 
{hall know them no more And how are the empty F 
places in the church of Gop to be filled up? how are / 
the waſtes of time and death to be repaired, but by the 
acceſſion; of new converts? Inſtead of thy fathers ſhall be ll 1 
thy. children, whom thou mayeſt make. firinces in * ie i: 
earth. 7: 

The world. lieth in wickedneſs, 1 from the * 
lie and the love of Gop, The carnal mind is enmity = 
againſt GoD, and to every good work -reprobate !——A 
melancholy proſpeti,!——-—But one great deſign of the i j« 
Chriſtian miniſtry is to reclaim, convert, and ſave a guil- W;, 
ty and periſhing | world.——And, what do I hear? One / 
ſays, in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, I have fanned ! what Ag 
ſhall I do unto thee, O thou þreſerver of men ! I abhor my» . 
felf and repent in duſt. and aſhes! Another, My /ins are None 
gone over my head as a. heapy burden, they are too heavy * 
for me to bear ! Another, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved! Neve 
Another, God be mercy ul lo me a ſinner | And another, F 
Lord, fave or 1 þ Peri : !—=- But, hark !'—Do 1 not like- 


wiſe hear, Let me catch the heart-reviving ſound ! Come, N 
come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I Hum 
(1 420 8 n 72 ths wwnorkhodl for [phe hrs way, and the in 
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unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the 
LoRD who will have mercy on him, and to our GOD who 
will abundantly pardon,——T, even I am he that Blottelli 
out thy tranſgreſſions for my own name ſake, and will net 
remember thy fins. Come and let us reaſon together, though 
your ens be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as wool ; though they be 
red as crimſon, they ſhall be as white as ſnow !——Lord, I 
lelieve, help thou my unbelief ! Lord, I am not worthy that 
thou ſhouldeft come under my roof} but ſpeak the word only 
and thy ſervant ſhall be healed. —Truth, Lord, but the dogs 
eat of the crumbs that fall from their maſter”s table Le | 
I come ' unto thee, for thou haſt the words of eternal life,— 
Vea, all that the Lord our Cod ſhall ſay to us, that will 
we hear and do—And we will ' ſervi the Cod of our fathers 
with an upright heart and à willing mind all the days 97 
our lives; for this God is our God, for ever and ever, ang" 
will be our guide even unto death !- 

Thus the prodigal returned, the father ran to meet him, 
fell on his neck and kiſſed him, put on him the beſt 
|- W robe, killed the fatted calf, and ſaid, If was meet that we' 
ie ¶ Hould make merry and be glad, for this my ſon was dead 
al. ¶ and is alive, and was loft and is found And I tell you 
ere is more joy in heaven among the angels of God, over 
Te None inner that repenteth than over ninety and nine juſt per- 
UV) Wors that need no repenlance. And well there may, for 
40 every real penitent is a real, a joyſul addition to the 
er, church of Gop. | oat | 


Mey 2dly, This edification implies not only an increaſe of 
41 umbers, but a growth in grace. A growth in knowledge 
the in faith—in love to Gop and one another—in holineſs 
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and purity of heart and liſe in peace and joy in the holy 
Ghoſt.— And is not the Chriſtian miniſtry calculated to 
promote this growih? Yes verily, for Gop hath magnifi. 
ed his word above all his name. And all Hcripture is given 
by inſpiration of GOD, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for inſtrudlion in righteouſneſs, 
that the man of GOD might be perfett, thoroughly furniſhed 

unto all good works. 95 W 
Doth it not open all the ſountains of wiſdom and 
knowledge? Is it not a diſcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart ? Doth it not diſtinguiſh between things 
that differ, and make men wiſe to the ſaving of their 
fouls ? Is it not the wiſdom, as well as the power of Gop 
unto ſalvation to every one that believeth ?—lIs it not the 
word of truth! Doth it not demand our ſtedſaſt faith, and 
is it not ſuited to ſtrengthen that precious grace by which 
we draw nigh to Gop, and lay hold on eternal life ?— 
Doth it. not ſhed abroad the love of God in your hearts ? 
Doth it not hold forth the Lord JESUS CuRISx, in all 
the fulneſs of his glory and grace, able to ſave to the very 
uttermoſt all that come unto God by him? Doth it not 
render CHRIST above all things precious to your ſouls? 
And, doth it not draw forth your hearts and affe&ions 
to GoD and to one another, and ſeed and keep the ſacred 
flame alive in your ſouls? Dach it not make you hate 
ſin? Doth it not ſlir you up to ſtrive and pray continual- 
ly againſt it? Doth it not deſtroy the power of fin? Doth 
it not cheriſh the principles of holineſs in vour hearts? 
—Doth it not animate you in your Chriſtian: courſe, 
ſtrengthen and ſupport you in all your conflicts with the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil? Doth it not make you 
more 
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more than conquerors through him that loved you 
and waſhed you from your fins in his own blood, and 
hath made you kings and prieſts unto Gop and the Fa- 
ther ?—Doth it not comfort you in all your alſlictions, 
and fill you with peace and j Joy in believing! Doth it not 
bind up the broken in heart! Doth it not give joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praiſe for the ſpririt of 
heavineſs ?—In a word, does it not give you all grace 
here, and doth it not aſſure you of all glory hereafter !— 
You are come then, my dear brethren, in the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, you are come not to the mount that might be touch- 
ed and that burned with fire, nor unto blackneſs and dark- 
neſs and teinpeſt, and the ſound of a trumpet, 'and to the 
voice of words, which they that heard intreated that the 
words might not be Tpoken | to them any more, for they 
could not endure that which was commanded, and if fo 
much as a beaſt touch the mountain, it was to be ſtoned 
or thruſt through with a, dart; and fo terrible was the 
light, that Moſes ſaid, I exceedingly fear and quake. But 
ye are come to mount Sion, unto the city of the living Gop, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general aflembly and church of the firſt- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to the ſpirits of 
juſt men that are made perſect. And to JEsUs the Me- 
diator of the new covenant, and to GoD the Judge of ally 
even unto Cop your Saviour, to Gop your exceeding 
joy!—And what can it do more for your fouls ? O, how 
benevolent ! how friendly to the beſt, intereſt of man- 
kind! What a bleſſing to a guiliy and periſhing world ! 
Bleſs, O bleſs the kind deſign ! All glory to God, Peace 
on earth and good will to men! ” 
B 2 But 
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But we now come to à ſecond propoſition, deducible 
from a general view of the text, which is this, 
* That all talents and abilities, for the work of the mini- 


Ay 
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Hz a gare . apoſtles, oy ome prophets, and —— 
evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors : and teachers. To diflinguiſh 
the diflerent ideas compriſed i in theſe different characters, 
and to point out with preciſion the diflerent prerogatives 
of thoſe who were invelled with them in the primuuve 
church, would perhaps take up. too much of your time, 
and lead me io 100 far from my principal de ſi ign, and, —.— 
fore i it may ſuffice i in the general to obſerve, that what- 
ever powers and qualificatiqns, ordinaty or extraordinary, 
they were endowed with, they had, they could bave 
none but what were derived to them from the giſt of 
CuristT, Moſt of them were wholly deſtitute of letters, 
poor illiterate ſimermen conſtantly and neceſſarily em- 
ployed in the buſineſs of their calling, who had little leiſure 
and perhaps leſs inclination to improve their minds in 
the knowledge and learning of the world. And Paul him- 
felf, though brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, Was, 
before his converſion, as to ſpiritual things, more, ignorant 
than any of the reſt. And, when it pleaſed ( Gop to call 
bim by his grace, he counted all things, all his! reputation 
and learning, but loſs ſor the excellency of the know- 
ledge of CarsT Jzsus his Lok p, for bam be ful 
ſered the loſs of all things and did count them but dung. 

They had all their learning i in the ſchool, they, erived 
al theirpowers and qualifications from the gift of HRIST, 
It was he that gave, that made, that conſtituted them able 
miniſters of the new Teſtament, not of the letter only 

but 
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but of the ſpirit——Heaſcended up onchigh, he led cap- 
tivity. captive, and he gave gifts. unto men; and how 
great ſoever the diverſuy of powers and giſis Which; ap- 
peared amongſt them, it was the work ol the ſame ſpirit, 
and all centred, all conſpired in 5 n de- 
ſign, the ediſying of the body of Chriſty . 
And as it was then, ſo it is ſtill; lor. though the extra- 
ky powers and gifts ceaſed; wich chef apoſtles, as 
being no longer neceſſary in the church, yet the ordinaty 
powers and qualifications for the- work of the miniſtæy 
are derived ſrom the ſame. ſource. Ge inio all the world, 
preach the goſpel. to every crealure and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unte the end Hitlie world! And, my brethren, 
il we have not our commiſſion, and oux qualifications 
from CHRIST, and if he be not with us in the diſcharge of 
our miniſtry, alas! our learning, our labour, our preacli- 
ing is vain. But, inclined by his grace, qualified by bis 
Spirit, directed hy his providence, and bleſſed wich his 
preſence, wherever” we go, wherever we : are ſtationed, 
whether Iſrael be gathered or not gathered, we ſhall be 
glorious in the eyes of the LoRD, and our God ſhall be 
our ſtrength. 
But we venture to add a third propeſßition to the 


foregoing, which we ha to wh: TR A in 
the text. | : 
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That theſe talents ſhould be improved, and theſe 1520 
ties exerted with a diligence ſuited to > the , importance of | 
the work, MOON en 

3 | 2 
| Whatever truſt i is "committed to us, and whatever ſta- 


tion we. are placed i in by our Lonp, we are to occupy 


wll he come. And, ſhould we have but one talent com- 


mitted 
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mitted to us, that one is to be improved. To hide out 
LorD's money in the earth, through indolence or timi— 
dity, 1s a dangerous experiment, We derive all from 
—— and all an! be devoted ( to him. 

moſt important, ke (and in immediate connection with 
the glory of God and the happineſs of man: and ſurely 
they ſhould be exerted with a proportionate zeal and 
diligence. To be indolent, cold, and lifeleſs in the 
great work of the Chriſtian miniſtry is a crime of more 
than common magnitude, Gop forbid that we ſhould 
ever be chargeable with it! Take ye the unprofitable ſervant 
and bind him hund and foot, and caſt him into outer dark- 
-neſs,” there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ! 

But how are theſe talents and ablilities to be improved 
I anſwer in general, by devotion and ſtudy. The natural 
powers of the mind as well as thoſe of the body, are 
known to be much ſtrengthened and improved by habit 
and exerciſe; and this obſervation I am perſuaded will 
hold good in its 1 to Seb eh and ſuper natural 


endowments. 


uff. The candidate for the Chriſtian miniſtry ſhould be 
attentive to the exerciſes of devotion. He is to cultivate a 
continued intercourſe with God in the duties of religion; 
to endeavour above all things to enter into the true ſpirit 
ol it, and never, ſuffer the ſacred flame to be extinguilhed 
in his ſoul. He ſhould converſe much with the word of 
Gop, as the grand inſtrument of devotion. Impreſs on 
his mind the diſtinguiſhing truths of diyi ine revelation; 


and bring them Home to his buſi neſs and boſom.— He 
; { ſhould 
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ſhould give himſelf unto prayer, and recommend all his 
intentions to Gob in the conſtant, fervent, and affecti- 
onate diſcharge of that duty. He ſhould contemplate 
the wonderſul works and perfections of Gon; the diſplays. 
of his grace and love in the giſt of his Son. The amazing 
price of redemption by the blood of CHRIS, the freeneſs 
and fulneſs of his ſalvation; and realize as much as poſſi- 
ble his own perſonal intereſt in that ſalvation; -to the end 
he may praiſe and glorify GoD for it all the days of his 
life, In a word, he | ſhoulil walk with God continually, 
and never think it well with his ſoul, unleſs; he has the 
Spirit, preſence, and ing ot Cap wah, Tus, in nal 
that be does. Wn. 8 | 


hah He ſhould be attentive to ſtudy. | The exerciſes 
ol devotion ſhould always take the lead, but never 
ſuperſede the buſineſs of ſtudy. The preacher, ſought, 
to find out acceptable words. Vea, he gave good 
heed and ſought out and ſet in order many proverbs.— 
Sudy, the advice to young miniſters eſpecially muſt be 
always ſeaſonable, Study to ſhew' thyſelf approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be * rightly di- 
viding the word of truth. 2 
Our ideas being no other than ons; occaſions 
ally made on the grand ſenſorium, are, if I may fo expreſs 
it, laid up there without much order or concatenation of 
particulars; and therefore, whatever. be the ſubje& of 
diſcuſſion, ſome time and labour are neceſſary to form a 
proper arrangement of the ſeveral parts, and exhibit the 
whole to advantage. The force of genius, and the 
firength of memory, in ſome particular inſtances, may ſeem 
to 
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to ſuperſede che neceſſi ty of ſtudy; but, I think, it may 


be affirmed, chat the moſt adroit might ſtill profit by the 


uſe of it, and that there never was a man, who appeared 
to more than common advantage, without it. Be that as 
it will, it is certainly the duty of every candidate for the 
Chriſtian miniſtty to improve his talents, and exert his 
abilities, with à zeal and diligence ſuited to the great 
importance of the work, to which Gop has called him, 
Devotion and ſtudy are to prepare the way to it. The 
glory of Gob and the good of ſouls to animate his 
proſpeẽts in the diſcharge of it. And once entered on 
the Work, he is to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 


rebuking and exborting with all longſuſſering and patience 


and doctrine; and to think no ſtudy or labour too much, 
nor even life itſelf dear to him, ſo that he may finiſh his 
courſe, and the work of the miniſtry which he has re- 
ceived of the LoRD JESUS. Not only every irreligious 
and immoral, Gop forbid there ſhould be any ſuch 


among us! but every careleſs, luke warm, indolent mi- 


to the intereſt he proſeſſes to ſerve. And therefore, 
my young friends) unleſs you are determined, by the 
grace of Gop, to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable; always 


abounding in the 1 650 of the LoRD, it were better for 


you never to aftempt it. 


And here, my eden not to loſe ſight Suzy of 
the connkction in my text, which we have endeavoured 


to vindicate, ſhould we be qualified for it, and ſhould we 
have an opportunity to | exert our abilities in this way, 
jet us remember bbw much it is our duty in general to 
eee uſeſul knowledge, not only to the riſing 

generation 
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generation, but eſpecially to thoſe who may be committed 
to our care, as candidates for the miniſtry.— The great, 
the benevolent, the neceſſary work, recommended by our 
apoſtle, not only in my text, but, more expreſly perhaps, 
in his advice to Timothy, Thou therefore, my /on, be ſtrong 
in the grace that is in Chriſt Feſus; and the things which 
thou haſt heard of me, among many witneſſes, the [ame rom- 
mit thou to faithful men, who Hall be able to teach others 
alſo—The great, the benevolent, the laborious, the ne- 
ceſſary work, in which my much honoured brethren, the 
Tutors of this academy, have been 10 long, and ſo happily 
employed; and for which this ſociety, and the churches 
connected with it, are under ſuch great and ſingular obli- 
gations. he 

But there is one pepe. more which I ſhall deduce 
ſrom the text, and it is this, 


That the ;mprovement of, theſe talents, and the ex. 
ertion of theſe abilities, ſhall be attended with certain 
ſucceſs. ; 1 


1. 100 ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and ſome 
evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers, for what pur. 
poſe ? To perfect the ſaints for the work of the miniſtry 
ſor the ediſying of the body of Chriſt. And, to accom- 
pliſh this purpoſe, he ſends by whom he will ſend, and 
works by whom he will work ; ay his word ſhall not re- 
turn unto him void. 

The ſucceſs which attended the promulgation of the 
golpel, by the apoſtles and their immediate ſucceſſors, was 
truly aſtoniſhing. Oppoſed by the civil power of the 
Roman ſtate, by the religious eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh 
people, by the ſuperſtition and phrenzy of the heathen 

C world. 
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world; expoſed to reproach, oppreſſion, violence, pet. 
ſecution and death, they not only flood their ground, bu 
made their way, and publiſhed the doctrine of the croſs, 
to the utmoſt, bounds. of the habitable world ! The goſpel 
church, the church of Chriſt, by, their inſtrumentality. 
was ſoon eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt baſis; the redeemed 
of the Lord didwalk in the light of it! and the kings of 
the earth did bring their glory and their honour into it. 

That glory, alas! is greatly; departed ! And the mini. 
ſters of religion have reaſon to complain, Who, hath be. 
lieved our, report j aud d whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed But they are not to deſpair of ſucceſs, The 
word of che LoRD is as ppwerſul as ever; and thereſore, 
O man of Gov, cry aloud and ſpare not. 

When proper means are made uſe of, and proper 
meaſures purſued, in the common affairs of life, a ſuitable 
ſucceſs may be reaſonably expetted. And, what, my 
brethren, can be more proper? hat can be more 
ſuited to convert ſinners, to reclaim backfliders, and 
edify the church and people of God, than a faithſul, 


laborious, zealous and alſectionate miniſtry ? 55 And do we 


not ſee, chat wherever ſuch a_miniſtry has i been x raiſed up, 
the ſucceſs has been more than, proportioned to it:! 75 
But ſuppoſing there were nothing i in the ordinary con- 
heftion and courſe. of things, eſtabliſhed in che natural and 
moral world to raiſe our expectations. We ſhould be 
aſſured of ſucceſs from the order and concatenation which 
Gob hath eſtabliſhed in the Economy of the goſpel. That 
order is expreſly. lignified to us in the text. He gave ſome 
opollles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and 
ſome, pallors and teackers, to perfect the ſaints for the 
. work 
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work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
CurisT. And ſhall the order of heaven be fruſtrated ? 
Gop forbid ! No, my brethren, that cannot be! it ſhall, 
it muſt accompliſh the purpoſe, the en puipoſe for 
which it was ſent! 

Well then, improve the different talents, exert the 
ſeveral abilities, which your LoRD and Maſter has given 
you, and be aſſured of ſucceſs; ſor he bath ſaid, I repeat 
it again as the foundation of your confidence, Lo, I am 


with you alway, even unto the end of the world. We no 
come to the 


I N F E RWE N E E S. 


1ſt. Is the Chriſtian miniſtry of ſo much authority ? ſo 
friendly to the church of Gop, and beſt intereſt of man- 
kind? then ſurely it muſt be entitled to all the countenance 
and ſupport you can poſſibly give it, 

I do not mean that you {hould give all your ſubſtance, 
or any conſiderable ſhare of it, to enrich and aggrandize 


the miniiters of religion. No, this I verily believe would 


be the ready way to fruſtrate all your pious intentions. 
We cannot bear the acquiſition of much wealth or much 
power: elevation by no means ſuits our character. The 
aggrandizement of the Chriſtian miniſtry has been in all 
ages, an injury to the Chriſtian religion. But my 
meaning is, that you ſhould reverence the Chriſtian mi- 


niſtry, bleſs Go» and be thankful for it. Cheerfully 


contribute what is neceſſary for the decent ſupport of 
- thoſe who are called to officiate in it. Remember Gop 


_ cpi That they who preach the goſpel, ſhould live 
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of the goſpel. That you ſhould make ſufficient proviſion for 


their ſupport, that they have a juſt claim, I was going to 
ſay, a divine right, to demand it of you, 

Make a comfortable proviſion, not only for the ſup. 
port of your ſtated miniſters, but encourage others, who 


may be properly qualified for it, in diſſeminating the goſ- 


pel among the poor, and the ignorant, in thoſe places, 


where they may be yet deſtitute of it. Nor ſhould thoſe 


wha are purſuing a courſe of preparatory ſtudies for the 
work of the miniſtry be neglected by you. Cheriſh, O 
cheriſh the ſacred flame, that warms and expands their 
breaſts ;—1n the proſpett of that benevolent and pious work, 
in which they hope to employ their future lives and [a- 
bours, for the glory of Go, and the good of precious 
ſouls. | 

But, above all, diſcover your. regard for the Chriſtian 
miniſtry, by a conſtant, a devout, a joyful attendance 
upon it. Stir up others, your neighbours, and friends, 
by your example and counſel, to attend upon it. And 
be not ſatisfied with any ſupport you can give it, without 
feeling the power of it in your hearts, for zf our goſpel be 
had, it ts hid to them that are loſt. 


2dly, Is the deſign of the Chriſtian miniſtry ſo impor- 
tant, ſo benevolent? then what encouragement is there 
for thoſe, who have received any ability for the work, to 


devote themſelves wholly to it. 


And here, I am more eſpecially to addreſs myſelf to 
my younger brethren, who ſtand. before me to day, as 
candidates for the miniſtry, You have turned your backs 


on the world, you have renounced many of the innocent 


amuſements 


t 
8 
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amuſements and pleaſures of life, for though innocent in 
themſelves, they may not comport with the gravity 
of the · character you bear. Some of you perhaps have 
given up much fairer proſpe&s of worldly gain and re- 
putation, and may have diſobliged or diſappointed your 
friends on that account. Be this as it will, what are 
your preſent proſpects! A bare maintenance, a ſcanty 
livelihood is the moſt that can be expected from the mi- 


niſtry amongſt proteſtant diſſenters, eſpecially thoſe of 


your denomination. - Vou may poſſibly conciliate the 
eſteem of your fellow labourers in the vineyard of God, 
the love and attention of the people to whom you preach, 
for the labourer is worthy of his hire, and miniſters of 
the goſpel ſhould be highly eſteemed for their work's 
ſake. But this is more than you can be aſſured of. You 
may meet with unkind brethren, with an ungrate ful peo- 
ple; and with many other unforeſeen diſcouragements 
in the courſe of your miniſtry. Toilſome days and ſleep- 
leſs nights. Nay, God only knows whether you may 
not be treated as the filth of the world and the off- 
ſcouring of all things. Whether you may not be called 
to ſuffer the ſpoiling of your goods, bonds, impriſon- 
ment, and death. Should the iron rod of perſecution re- 


turn, it will fall heavieſt, as it has always done, on the 
faithful and zealous miniſlers of CHRIST. 


But ſhould your diſcouragements be ever ſo great, re- 
member it is a good, a truly benevolent work in which 
you are to be employed. You are to give liberty to the 
captive; ſight to the blind, and life to the dead! Vou 
are to preach not yourſelves, but CHRIS J8$Us« the 


' LoD, * You are to bind up the broken in heart, to giye 


beauty 
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beauty for aſhes, and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit 
of heavineſs; you are to turn many from darkneſs to light, 
and from'the power of fin and ſatan unto GoD. You 
are, in a word, to edify the body of CHRIST, 

And be aſſured, however weak you are in yourſelves, 
you-ſhall be ſtrong in the Logo, and in the power of his 
might. Your God ſhall ſupply all your need. He will 
be a mouth and wiſdom unto you. His grace ſhall be 
ſufficient for you. And, though all about you ſhould be 
darkneſs, and as the ſhadow of death, yet the Lorp 
ſhall be unto you an * 1 and _ Gov, 


your glory ! 


| guy. Once more, Is the Chriſtian miniſtry the great 
work that has been deſcribed, —then what care ſhould be 
taken that none but proper perſons be admitted into it ? 
My text, according to the probable ſenſe that has been 
given of it, points out the ſaints expreſsly, as the proper 
perſons to be perfetted for the work of the miniſtry, and 
-Irely they are the only e that ſhould be employed 
8 will be the hops of religion. The health 
ol your bodies is much ſafer in the hands of a quack who 
knows nothing of medicine, than your ſouls can be under 
a miniſter, who is an utter ſtranger. to true holineſs. And 
-therefore too much care can never be taken. to oa ſo 
[(grdat a calamity. 
And here may I not nee the bes and pro- 
mötert of the Briſtol Education Society, on the proviſion 
that has been made, and the care that has been taken to 
guard againſt a circumſtance ſo truly alarming to the in- 
IIA tereſt 
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tereſt of real piety.¶ None, according to the original in« 
ſlitution can be, and, Ichope, never will be admitted on 


your foundation; but ſuch as have given full proof of their 


converſion: to Go, and their fincere * for the in- 
tereſt of virtue and religion. 


God, my breihren, has hitherto ſmiled, cm 


imiled on your truly pious. and generous undertaking. 


No leſs than ſeventeen . ſtudents have been already re- 
ceived and educated on your foundation.* Some of whom 
are now the faithful and aſſectionate paſtors of reſpectable 
congregations; others employed, with acceptance and ſuc- 
ceſs, in different parts of the vineyard of God : and many 
churches now regularly ſupplied, which, but for this ſea- 
ſonable proviſion, muſt have been, in all probability, at 


leaſt in a great meaſure, deſtitute of the means of grace. 


Think then, my dear brethren, how many hearts have 
been made glad, and how much the bowels of the ſaints 
have been refreſhed by your means l. What - encourage- 
ment have you to proceed i in a work To happy i in its be- 
ginning, and which promiſes fo much 'affiflance to: the 
growing intereſts of true religion amongſt us! 

pon the whole, may all. of us who are employed i in 
the work of the ſanftuary, or have any views to the Chri- 
tian miniſtry, remember what manner of perſons we 
ought to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, that we 
may feed the church of God, and take the overſight there- 
of, not by conftraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind. Neither as Lords over God's herit- 
age, but as examples to the flock. And then, my brethren, 


3 when 
® The Society was inſtituted in the year 1770. 
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when the great Shepherd ſhall appear he will give 25 a 
crown of glory that fadeth- not away. 
And now, may the God ef peace who Win again 
a the dead, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, through 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you-perfett 
in every good work, working in you, that which is well. 
pleaſing in his ſight, through CHAIST Jesvs, to * be 
giory for Eg ever. Amen. 12 


50 04% „olga 
TRE END. 
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